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The Temple University High School Press is a 
summer enrichment program that enabled 10 high 
school students from Philadelphia to study at Temple 
University’s Center City campus in the Journalism 
Department’s “newsroom” and  work as journalists 
over four weeks between July 12 and August 6.

The Career and Technical Education Summer Em-
ployment Program of the School District of Philadel-
phia selected the students and worked in cooperation 
with the Journalism Department of Temple Univer-
sity’s School of Communications and Theater. This 
collaboration was initiated through the Prime Movers 
Media Program.

The Philadelphia Daily News printed this publica-
tion -- free of charge --to display the students’ work.  

Besides writing articles, blogs and editorials and 
taking photographs, the students created video and 
audio works accessible on our web site: 

www.tuhsjournalism.wordpress.com.
Although Temple University supplied the home 

and equipment for this endeavor, the work of the stu-
dent journalists and their teachers also was supported 
by a grant from The Dow Jones News Fund. 

This particular undertaking by the Journalism De-
partment at Temple University is an extension of the 
work of the Prime Movers Media Program. Founded 
at George Washington University in 2003 and now 
in operation during the school year both at George 
Washington and Temple, Prime Movers sends vet-
eran journalists and university interns to mentor high 

school students and work with teachers in elective 
media classes in Washington D.C. and after-school 
media clubs in Philadelphia.

During the school year, Prime Movers – Phila-
delphia, begun in 2007, has been supported by an 
initial grant from The John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, the Otto Haas Charitable Trust, and an 
anonymous grant submitted through the Philadelphia 
Foundation.   v

The Temple High School Press Staff

SHAQUIL TAYLOR
Senior
Benjamin Franklin High 
School

BRIANNA WATTS-EL
Junior
Overbrook High School

NICHOLAS TRAWICK
Senior
Girard Academy Music 
Program

ASIA LAMBERT
Graduate
Franklin Learning Center

RANDY JACKSON
Sophomore
Mastery Charter School

SANKIE FINEBOY
Junior
George Washington High 
School

ERIC SMITH
Junior
George Washington High 
School

TAREA SUMTER
Senior
Samuel Fels High School

LAURA ESPERIDON
Sophomore
Kensington Culinary High 
School

KHALIL KING
Senior
Overbrook High School

Temple Assistant Professor Maida Odom, Adjunct 
Professor Jillian Bauer and NEast Philly Editor 
Shannon McDonald served as instructors.

Visit our website at: 
www.tuhsjournalism.wordpress.com
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Nick’s blog: A  
busy second week
By NICHOLAS TRAWICK
Girard Academy Music Program

Talk about an action packed week! 
Last week was probably the most 

we’ve been busy since we started our 
program. If I had to sum it up in one 
word, it would be “interview.”  I was 
either conducting or watching an in-
terview.

On Monday, the whole class re-
did our video assignment to try and 
improve our video taking skills.  Per-
sonally, I didn’t want to do it because 
I felt like this was the hardest assign-
ment to accomplish. It’s hard enough 
to ask strangers to answer our ques-
tions, but to get them to be on camera 
is another story. Starting out I knew 
from prior experience that I would 
get rejected a couple of times, but I 
wasn’t expecting the number to be 
so high. Time and time again I was 

turned down until I arrived at Liberty 
Place. Alexa Zerkow was the only 
one who I had asked that was willing 
to give me an interview. Even after, I 
continued to ask others but was still 
turned away.

Come Tuesday morning, I reported 
to Pennsylvania Hospital. There, I 
was the videographer in an inter-
view with the students that worked at 
Pennsylvania Hospital in their agri-
cultural program. This was probably 
the more enjoyable part of handling 
a video camera.  Seeing as how the 
students had already agreed to be a 
part of the interview, I didn’t have to 
worry about being told “no.” I tried 
my best to shoot them doing some-
thing exciting. Therefore, I focused 
on them doing some type of heavy 
lifting or something that required 
them to use brute strength.

The next day, Wednesday, our 
class got the opportunity to hear Dan 
Onorato speak. As the Pennsylvania 
Governors’ race is quickly approach-
ing, it was a very enlightening expe-

rience to see him. Once again, I had 
chosen to be the videographer during 
his speech. I’ll admit going into this, 
I thought it would be boring because 
I’m not much of a politics person. 
Also, the fact that I have the atten-
tion span of a fly doesn’t help. But 
I’m glad I was proven wrong. When 
he took questions from the audience, 
they in fact did pertain to me so I did 
pay attention to those. His answers 
did satisfy, so if he does win I think 
he will do public and charter schools 
some good.

The big day had finally come. On 
Thursday I had the chance to lead and 
conduct my own personal interview. 
Being that it was at the Walnut Lane 
Golf Course, I was happy since I hap-
pen to play golf. Getting to interview 
those who work at the course gave 
me a new perspective on the game. 
Seeing how everything works on the 
inside showed me that anything in-
volved in golf is not easy. The per-
son that impressed me the most was 
Dave Smith. He was the director of 

the First Tee Program and the over-
all director of the golf course. When 
I asked him my questions, I could tell 
by the answers he gave that he loved 
what he does. The passion that he put 
behind his answers really stood out to 
me. There was not one negative thing 
he spoke about his job.

Friday was a special day because 
we had the president of the Philadel-
phia chapter of the NAACP come in. 
J. Whyatt Mondesire was an inter-
esting person to say the least. What 
had started as a friendly exchange of 
words eventually turned into a heated 
discussion. However he did make 
some good points. What really stood 
out to me was that the majority of us 
had no idea what NAACP stood for. 
Which is in fact is sad because I more 
than likely would not be writing these 
words if it weren’t for this organiza-
tion and their work. At the end of the 
discussion Mondesire had said some 
things that really got me to think for a 
while. Mostly it was about me being 
an African American in America.   v

Left: Pennsylvania Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate Dan Onorato talks with our students Nicholas Trawick and Brianna Watts-El following his press conference. 
Top Right: NAACP President and Publisher of the Philadelphia Sunday Sun, J. Whyatt Mondesire, talks to the staff. Bottom Right: Khalil King positions his camera. 
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By SHAQUIL TAYLOR
Benjamin Franklin High School

The Career and Technical 
Education Summer Em-

ployment Program in Philadel-
phia is designed to put teens 
in companies and businesses 
and give them experience in 
certain fields of their interest.  
Many of the teens may not be 
so eager to work but the pro-
gram for high school students 
helps show teens where they 
fit in and what they are good 
at.

The Pennsylvania Hospital 
has a six-week agricultural 
program in partnership with 
the School District of Phila-
delphia and Saul High School 
of Agricultural Sceinces.  Saul 
High School sends out four stu-
dents to work for the summer 
in the gardens of Pennsylva-
nia Hospital.  The agricultural 
program is for students at Saul 
High to gain more training in 

the agricultural field.  On the 
job the students are weeding, 
planting, gardening and trim-
ming plants.  The Pennsylva-

nia hospital also offers some 
of the teens a chance to work 
in the gardens full time after 
they graduate. “The kids are 

great, they help out a whole 
lot,” said Robert McArdle the 
Grounds Foreman (Head of 
Agriculture Department) He is 
originally from Scotland.

Candace Johnson, Kiara 
Townsend, Justina Mitchels, 
and Juar Understanding, the 
students in the program, all en-
joy the program but they don’t 
all want to pursue a career in 
the agricultural field.  Candace 
is a 19 year old from the Ger-
mantown area.  She has just 
recently graduated from Saul 
High and is in her second year 
in the agricultural program.  
She loves the program but she 
doesn’t wish to pursue a ca-
reer in agriculture.  She wants 
to become a R.N. or work in 
a Neo Natal unit.  She will be 
attending CHI Institute in the 
fall.  Candace likes to plant 
flowers but she says that pull-
ing ivy is the hardest part of 
her job and it hurts her hands.  
The program is just something 
for her to do in the summer 
that she is familiar with.

Kiara is a 18-year- old 
from North Philly and also 
just graduated in June.  Kiara 
likes the program but she says 
she is not crazy about it.  Her 
favorite job to do is water-
ing the plants but she doesn’t 
like fertilizing them.“It’s hard 
work, but I would do it again,” 
said Kiara who also is in her 
second year in the program.  
Kiara said she has a great rela-
tionship with her co-workers; 

they have been friends for a 
couple years.  Kiara is go-
ing to be attending Delaware 
State University in the fall and 
wants to become an R.N.

Justina is a 16- year-old ju-
nior from Germantown.Justina 
says the program is okay but 
she doesn’t plan on working in 
a field that has anything to do 
with agriculture. Her favorite 
job is watering the plants and 
she doesn’t like weeding.

Justina says that the job is 
hard but she is used to it be-
cause they do the same tasks 
in school everyday.  Justina 
says that she will not do this 
program again, she also wants 
to work in the medical field 
but she isn’t sure about what 
exactly she wants to do.

 Juar is the only male in 
the group.  Juar is the most 
enthused person about ag-

riculture in the 
program.  He is a 
16 year old senior 
and he’s loves ag-
riculture.

Juar wants to 
become a Land-
scaping Archi-
tect.  “I like the 
staff they are real 
cool especially 
Calvin.”  Juar’s 
favorite job to 
do is edging the 

bed of the plants 
and mulching.  “Its 
good work not too 
hard, not too easy,” 
said Juar.

The teens in the program 
get experience in working in 
professional work places.  The 
teens work with people who 
are the best at what they do.  
The adults that the teens work 
with have a lot to pass on to 
the young workers.  A whole 
lot of experience is what the 
Career and Technical Educa-
tion Summer Employment 
Program is all about.  v

Teens brighten hospital grounds

Philadelphia teens participating in the Career and Technical Education Summer Employment 
Program planted this garden on the grounds of the Pennsylvania Hospital . Photo by SHAQUIL 
TAYLOR / Benjamin Franklin High School

Kiara Townsend pulls weeds 
outside of Pennsylvania 
Hospital. Photo by SHAQUIL 
TAYLOR / Benjamin Franklin 
High School

Juar Understanding is spreading mulch on 
the grounds of Pennsylvania Hospital. 
Photo by SHAQUIL TAYLOR / Benjamin 
Franklin High School

The School District of 
Philadelphia, through 
the Office of High School 
Reform, provided summer 
employment to about 
700 high school students 
through the Career and 
Technical Education 
Summer Employment 
Program. Philadelphia 
teenagers, including 
those whose work is 
printed here, were able 
to gain valuable work 
experiences and develop 
tangible skills that can be 
used in the workplace. 

Our students trav-
eled on their own to the 
work sites, presented 
themselves and worked 
as young professional 
journalists and photog-
raphers. Here are the 
stories and photographs 
they produced. 
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By LAURA ESPERIDON
Kensington Culinary High School

Dust, dirt, the hot summer, the 
sweat, and the office work -- 

will you deal with these things for the 
whole summer? Well over at the Penn-
sylvania Horticultural Society there 
are two internship students that deal 
with this and they are Derrick Hight-
ower and Makeda Squarrel.  

Derrick who will be freshman col-
lege student this fall is a graduate of 
Saul High School of Agriculture Sci-
ences has always been a nature boy. 
What stands out about him is that, 
even though nature has its downsides 
like the allergies and the sneezing that 
he experiences when he gets around 
grass, plus dealing with fragile plants 
like the annual flowers, he deals with 
it because he really loves it. And it 
builds him. He loves going around to 
different community gardens and talk-
ing to the people. 

Derrick is not really sure what his 
profession is going to be but he is sure 
that it will have to do something with 
horticulture. He has a passion for na-
ture said that “everything about na-
ture keeps me alive and everything 
that nature stands for keeps us alive.” 

Makeda is a junior at Saul High 
School of Agriculture Sciences. But 
unlike Derrick she didn’t want to be 
involved with the Pennsylvania Hor-
ticultural Society because she’s more 
into animals. When she got the let-
ter that stated that she was going to 
work in the horticulture program for 
the summer she said to her school 
counselor, “This is plants, I don’t do 
plants.” But Makeda was convinced 
to give it a try when her counselor 
told her that Sally McCabe, the proj-
ect manager, was a pleasant person 
to work with, the pay is $124 a week 
and at the meetings they get pizza. 
But even though working with plants 
is not the best fit for Makeda, she said, 
“It is not as bad as I thought it would 
be.” 

Hearing that assessment, McCabe 

said, “That’s a compliment.” 
To get into this program students first 

had to be interested in horticulture and 

be willing to the things 
that horticulturalists 
do. They had to fill-out  
forms and each student 
also was required to get 
a physical and doctor’s 
approval showing that 
you are healthy enough 
to get the job.  

They get to do a lot 
of different activities at 
this program; not only 
learn about the soil 
and plants. They get to 
build a raised bed from 
recycled wood taken 
from trees that fell in 
Fairmont Park. Stu-
dents walked around 
the city giving garden 
tours,  called people to 

come to meetings, organized the pack-
ets for the meeting and also helped with 
teaching at the meetings.

At a meeting to be held on July 21, 
Derrick, Makeda and the supervisor 
McCabe were organizing paperwork.  
The meeting was going to be about 
people, places, plants and how together 
they make a community garden. 

McCabe, Derrick and Makeda  were 
going to teach the community people 
the skills required to build a commu-
nity garden. These skills include talk-
ing to your neighbors, learning how to 
work with your neighbors, being open 
to their ideas and compromising. Also 
these skills not only help people build 
the community garden, but also open 
the doors for the community as a whole 
to talk about issues they might be hav-
ing, or to collaborate on ideas and plans 
for their community. 

McCabe even said, “If enough peo-
ple work in community gardens, we 
can save the world.”  

    v

Saul High School of Agriculture Sciences graduate Derrick Hightower walks with Travis Alexander, of the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society, through a hidden community garden at 23rd and Winter Streets. Photo by SANKIE FINEBOY / George 
Washington High School

A passion 
for plants

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Project Manager Sally 
McCabe (left), Saul High School of Agriculture Sciences 
graduate Derrick Hightower, and Saul junior Makeda 
Squarrel hold a book about plants they compiled to help 
others build a garden. Photo by 
SANKIE FINEBOY / George Washington High School
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Scenes from Center City
Students hit the streets with cameras and video recorders

Photo by BRIANNA WATTS-EL / Overbrook High School

Photo by RANDY JACKSON / Mastery Charter SchoolPhoto by RANDY JACKSON / Mastery Charter School
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Photo by LAURA ESPERIDON / Kensington Culinary High School

Photo by TAREA SUMTER / Samuel Fels High School

Photo by SHAQUIL TAYLOR / Benjamin Franklin High School
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Photo by KHALIL KING / Overbrook High School

Photo by SHAQUIL TAYLOR / Benjamin Franklin High School

Photo by LAURA ESPERIDON / Kensington Culinary High School
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Photo by BRIANNA WATTS-EL / Overbrook High School

Photo by SHAQUIL TAYLOR / Benjamin Franklin High School

Photo by TAREA SUMTER / Samuel Fels High School

Photo by NICHOLAS TRAWICK / Girard Academy Music Program
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Photo by SANKIE FINEBOY / George Washington High School Photo by SANKIE FINEBOY / George Washington High School

Photo by ERIC SMITH / George Washington High School



Photo by ASIA LAMBERT / Franklin Learning Center
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By TAREA SUMTER
Samuel Fels High School

What do you want to be when 
you grow up? That question 

is always something that was asked 
when you were younger. At that 
age, it just seemed so simple to just 
answer that question without really 
giving it much thought, but now that 
you’re much older, it doesn’t seem 
that simple right?  

Well it can be because there are a lot 
of opportunities to help you decide 

what your future career will be. The 
Ninth Grade Career Exploration Pro-
gram is one of those opportunities to 
help guide young adolescents to their 
future careers. 

Not only does it guide them, but it 
teaches them how to properly write 
a resume and teaches  interviewing 
skills to help them better themselves 
and to help them become better can-
didates for a job. 

The Ninth Grade Career Explora-
tion Program helps the students figure 
out what they want to do with their 
future by going to different places 
that might be of interest to them and 
learning about the trade and what it 
takes to do that specific job. 

On July 21, students went to the 
Finishing Trades Institute and learned 
about the painting, glazing and floor 
covering trades.  

Many of the students said they like 

the career program and that they en-
joyed the experience. 

One student Jennifer Hunter, a 
15-year-old who’s aspiring to become 
a midwife or a nurse, said that she 
likes the program “because you get to 
go to different institutes.” 

Another student, Chahera Evans, 
who wants to be a pediatrician, said 
that the program was “boring because 
they have to write, but its fun after-
wards.” 

Shaiheed Davis, who was interested 
in becoming an auto mechanic, said 
that he likes the program because he 
“gets paid.” 

Deborah Weems, an ETC (Educa-
tion To Careers) coordinator for the 
School District of Philadelphia, stated 
that there are “other careers out here, 
and we want to expose them to things 
maybe they wouldn’t be able to see.” 
She felt that the program was very 

beneficial to each and every student, 
and she was very proud that she could 
be a part of the program. 

Retired teacher Rita Sewell spoke 
highly of the program, and mentioned 
that she would recommend the pro-
gram to students looking for jobs. 
She also said that she hopes “that the 
school district does continue the pro-
gram” and that she and the students 
“had an enjoyable three weeks of the 
program.”  

What do you want to be when you 
grow up? There are lots of different 
things to choose from. It’s important 
to be prepared, write a proper resume 
and develop strong interview skills. 
But as to the decision: 

For the students in the Ninth Grade 
Career Exploration program that de-
cision is not as difficult any more.   

v

Choosing
the right
career



By NICHOLAS TRAWICK
Girard Academy Music Program

The First Tee Program at the 
Walnut Lane Golf Club is 

a golf camp for up- and- rising 
golfers, but it’s so much more 
than that. It’s open to people 
of all religions, ages, and race. 
Not only does it teach you the 
basics of putting or driving a 
ball, it also teaches you valu-
able life lessons.  But at the 
same time it gives something 
positive for kids to do. Lately 
with all the youth violence 
occurring in Philadelphia, it’s 
nice to see kids doing some-
thing positive with their time.

Dominique Jones works in 
the clubhouse where she sells 
food and keeps the clubhouse 
clean and it was clear she en-
joys the working experience. 
She had no negative things to 

say, and her attitude toward 
her job is a vey positive one. 

Riannon Benzet, a 
Manyunk-Roxborough resi-
dent who works in the First 
Tee Program as a golf instruc-
tor, said when she gets older 
she wants to find some job 
where she can work with kids 
someday. 

Kimberly Paynter is a vet-
eran of the program, seeing 
as how this is her third sum-
mer involved. Her favorite 
part of the job, she says, is to 
ride around in the golf carts. 
Paynter describes the people 
she works with, her boss and 
the atmosphere as “nice.” Al-
though she enjoys her job, 
Paynter says that she would 
like this to be her last summer 
working in the program. 

This was their first year 
in the program for Darnell 

Thomas, Kavon Dukes, and 
James Tillery, all 17.  They all 
enjoyed their job, but said they 
hated when it rains. Without 
a doubt cleaning out the sand 
traps was the hardest aspect of 
their jobs especially when it 
rains. 

All the students are from 
Saul High School for Agri-
cultural Sciences. In their pro-
gram they’re required to work 
20 hours a week. On Wednes-
days they work for four hours 
and on Thursdays and Fridays 
they work eight hours. 

Gary Hite, the maintenance 
supervisor, said he had worked 
in the business of golf main-
tenance in 1990. In March of 
2009 he began to work at the 
Walnut Lane Golf Club, 800 
Walnut Lane, and eventually 
became the superintendent. He 
does enjoy his job but admits 

that it can be tiresome at times. 
Weather does play a big factor 
in the job and affects how he 
goes about his job. Whenever 
there is a drought or rains too 
much, it makes it hard to cut 
the grass.  He loves to work 
with the students but it can be 
a lot of work trying to keep up 
with them and their work.

Dave Smith, director of 
the First Tee Program and the 
overall person in charge, could 
not describe 
any part of his 
job he didn’t 
like; this man 
truly loves 
every aspect 
of his job. He 
loves to share 
his passion 
with others 
and his goal 
is to teach stu-

dents how to be responsible 
and dependable people. 

At the Walnut Lane Golf 
Course, the people and atmo-
sphere are just a pleasure to 
be around and at the First Tee 
they want to promote these 
kids to be good citizens of 
society, and at the same time 
teach them the basics of golf. 
By doing so they can learn 
early life lessons that they will 
take with them forever.   v

By BRIANNA WATTS-EL
Overbrook High School

Monee Lawry, a high 
school student intern 

at the Holiday Inn Express, 
likes it there but wouldn’t 
want to work there. 

Joanne Bongart, general 
manager of the Holiday Inn 
Express, at 13th and Walnut 
Streets, for 19 years,  said 
her four high school interns 
execute  a variety of different 
tasks and demonstrate how 
eager they are to work there.

Leonard Clark, who works 
at the hotel as a bellhop, said 
that he enjoys working with 
the high school interns.

Monee’ Lawry goes to 
Mastbaum High School 
where she is studying ho-
tel management, and she’s 

working at the Holiday Inn 
Express for the first time. 
She said her career goal is to 
become a pastry chef. Monee 
said she would not work at 
this hotel after this experi-
ence, but she would “seri-
ously consider it.”

Her co-workers are nice, 
according to Monee, who 
said she’d learned a ton from 
them.  Her job assignments 
have included  working at 
the front desk, assigning 
room numbers, working at 
the breakfast bar and  learn-
ing how to strip rooms after a 
guest’s stay is over. 

Monee described her 
schedule as  “okay. ” She 
works Monday, Tuesday, and 
Saturday with different hours 
everyday. Most days she has 
a 9 a.m. to 2 p.m shift.; while 

other days she is working a 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m. shift. 

Although Monee would 
not like to work at the hotel, 

she said she would recom-
mend this program to her 
friends because she said her 
overall experience was good.  

Also, she said the experience 
will help her out at school 
with her hotel management    
classes.   v

Learning all about 
hotel industry jobs

Mastbaum High School student Monee’ Lawry cleans the counters at the 13th and Walnut Holiday 
Inn Express’ breakfast bar. Photo by TAREA SUMTER / Samuel Fels High School

Walnut Lane: A golf club that’s for everybody

Photo by ASIA LAMBERT / Franklin Learning 
Center
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Learning 
about a 
healthy 
future
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By KHALIL KING
Overbrook High School

Philadelphia high school 
students interested in 

being future health lead-
ers are participating in 
the HealthLink program at 
Drexel University to learn 
about health and safety. 

“We try to prepare young 
people to understand what 

possible careers there 
are—the endless careers 
there are in the health-care 
industry,” said Dr. Muja-
hid Nyahuma, who co-di-
rects the Drexel University 

HealthLink summer pro-
gram.

Dr. Nyahuma said that 
she is preparing people not 
only to understand possible 
careers, but also for where 

they can go after high 
school and how to manage 
their time and finances.

The topics the students 
are learning about are 
things that they should do 
to stay safe, like not cross-
ing between cars because 
they could back up and you 
could get injured, and not 
picking up a gun because if 
the cops find your finger-
prints on it and then you 
could get locked up. They 
also talked about how it is 
dangerous to talk to strang-
ers and to have music on 
while walking. 

Sabrina Austin, one 
of the students, said she 
wants to become an R.N. 
She said she enjoyed the 

program because she had a 
chance to learn about col-
leges and interact with a lot 
of people. Austin said she 
is “interested in health and 
wants to learn about differ-
ent careers.”

Myra Hawkins said the 
summer program has given 
her a chance to experience 
college life and “listen to 
guest speakers talk about 
their careers.”

Myra, who is a student 
at The Franklin Learning 
Center, said she wants to 
be a nurse practitioner and 
the only thing she doesn’t 
like about the program is 
that, “It’s a long day; tak-
ing up the summer.”   

 v

By ERIC SMITH
George Washington High 
School

The A. Phillip Randolph 
Career Academy students 

go out and train as if they were 
going to the Army. They work-
out and get yelled at. It is based 
on an ROTC military model. 

Students at the school, lo-
cated at 3101 Henry Ave., are 
studying to become profes-
sional emergency medical 
technicians and firefighters. 
The school is a collabora-
tion between the Philadelphia 
School District and the Phila-
delphia Fire Department.

This program is the only 
one of its kind. It was founded 
about seven years ago when 
the program was separated 
from Dobbins High School. 
Randolph is a CTE (career and 
technical education) school, 
and it is unique because the 
students, who are called ca-

dets, can receive their  EMT 
Certification and Firefighter 
One Certification. 

”I love helping people,”  
said Cadet Tony Richardson, 
who described coming to Ran-
dolph as “the biggest deci-
sion of my life.”  “I also love 
to make people feel better, so 
I joined this class,” he said of 

the EMT- training program he 
is in this summer

The majority of students 
in the class of 20 are young 
women. Cadet Sahiya East, 
17, from North Philadelphia 
said she likes the “trauma and 
the assessment  part” of the 
training best. “The hands- on 
stuff,” she said.  East has been 

in the program 
since she was in 
the tenth grade.

How does she 
feel about mili-
tary based train-
ing at this school? 
“Well it was very 
disturbing, but 
it’s part of the 
program,” Sahiya 
said. “So I have 
to do what I got to 
do.” 

Ty Berry, 17, 
of North Phila-
delphia, said, “I 
would like to be 
a paramedic and 
save people’s 
lives and help  
them. Of the pro-
gram he said, “It’s 
hard, but I say 
keep going. It’s   
learning.” 

 v

Cadets learn to save lives

High school students hear a lecture on health issues at Drexel.
Photo by BRIANNA WATTS-EL / Overbrook High School

High school students participate in military-style EMT training.
Photo by RANDY JACKSON / Mastery Charter High School

A demonstration dummy is used at the     
Randolph Career Academy.  Photo by 
RANDY JACKSON / Mastery Charter 
School



Onorato: Jobs, jobs, jobs
By ASIA LAMBERT 
Franklin Learning Center 
and RANDY JACKSON
Mastery Charter School

A good governor can create     
lots of jobs was a main 

message at a press conference 
for Don Onorato, candidate for 
Pennsylvania Governor, held 
July 21 at the District 1199C 
Training and Upgrading Fund of 
the National Union of Hospital 
and Health Care Employees. 

“The more you train the bet-
ter you become at your job,” he 
said focusing on that point and 
repeating it a few times.

Onorato said he is a big sup-
porter of the youth of Pennsyl-
vania. He believes that educa-
tion is the key to help the youth. 
Education leads to success, he 
said, but with education comes 
school, and schools need mon-
ey. He said he would fight for 
making sure that there is money 
and funding for schools. “The 
best education you can get is 
thinking of your future, ” the told the 
audience that contained students and 
others.

Onorato said he thinks it’s important 
to start education as young as possible. 
Pre- K and Kindergartens need the most 
money, so that they can start the youth 
off right, he said. Also, he wants more 
after-school programs so that kids and 

teens have something to do with them-
selves after school instead of getting 
in trouble. He also wants to hear from 
young people to see what they want for 
after- school programs, and so they can 
have the things that they want to keep 
them focused.

Onorato also spoke on child obesity. 
He wants schools to have more nutri-

tional meals. Schools should have milk 
and water instead of juice and soda, 
he said, and more fresh fruit and fresh 
foods for kids to choose from.  But for 
better and fresher foods he needs more 
funding and he is willing to help out 
with that. He also wants more recre-
ation centers so that children can stay 
active and fit.

Dan Onorato said he is focused on 
putting the citizens first especially the 
children and teens of Pennsylvania.  He 
said he wants to communicate with the 
people and hear what they want so he 
can do it for them and help in anyway 
he knows how.  

Will you vote for him when the time 
comes?   v

Pennsylvania Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate Dan Onorato talks with Henry Nicholas, President of the     
National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees AFSCME-AFL-CIO, and  Nicholas’ grandson, Brandon. 
Photo by NICHOLAS TRAWICK / Girard Academy Music Program

The campaign office of 
Tom Corbett, Republi-

can candidate for Governor 
of  Pennsylvania, did not re-
spond to an inquiry for infor-
mation from the Temple Uni-
versity High School Press.

As the Corbett campaign 
has no Philadelphia office, 
according to a campaign 
representative contacted in 
Harrisburg, the following 
information about the candi-
date’s position on education 
has been excerpted from the 

campaign website:
Tom Corbett believes that 

one of the most important 
priorities we face is educa-
tion reform and the quality 
of education that our children 
receive in order for them to 
compete in the global mar-
ketplace. He believes that 
every child in Pennsylvania, 
regardless of their zip code 
or economic status should 
have access to the best edu-
cation possible. Tom Cor-
bett is a believer in early 

childhood education and is 
a supporter of school choice, 
including: charter schools; 
private schools; cyber char-
ter schools; Educational Im-
provement Tax Credit pro-
gram and home schooling. 
He believes that our schools 
should be staffed by the most 
effective educator force in 
the nation and that educa-
tion funding is met with high 
standards and accountability 
in Pennsylvania’s schools. v

Tom Corbett

Corbett 
vows to 
make 
education 
a priority
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Theatre: 
the show 
goes on 
Founded by John E. Allen, Jr. 

in 1966, Freedom Theatre, 
located at 1346 N. Broad Street, 
is Pennsylvania’s oldest African-
American theatre. In 1968 Rob-
ert E. Leslie joined Freedom 
Theatre and founded the Per-
forming Arts Training Program 
in 1971.  Students in that pro-
gram along with  a member of 
the staff are pictured here. 

On Friday, July 30, the staff 
of the Temple University 

High School Press attended a 
Freedom Theatre production, 
Safety Street, written and devel-
oped by the theater’s staff and 
students.

Photo by NICHOLAS TRAWICK / Girard Academy Music Program

Diane Leslie, Director, Acting/ Workshop strikes a pose.
Photo by NICHOLAS TRAWICK / Girard Academy Music ProgramPhoto by NICHOLAS TRAWICK / Girard Academy Music Program



 

By NICHOLAS TRAWICK
Girard Academy Music Program

Babies are something in life that 
everyone can appreciate, what’s 

not to like about them? Although 
they are loveable, they are not al-
ways a bundle of joy they seem to be. 
Over the years the number of babies 
born to teens has increased because 
teens are having unprotected sex. As 
a teen, growing up in today’s society 
is different from the one our parents 
were raised in. Today there are more 
temptations and dangers that teenag-
ers are susceptible to. In earlier years 
such as the ‘80’s and ‘90’s it was not 
unheard of, but today it has become 
an epidemic. Teen pregnancies can 
only lead to negative outcomes for 
the mother and those around her. 

Financially, having a baby can 
cause stress on the family. With buy-
ing more food, clothes, and at the 
same time maintaining your other 
bills, it can become a bit much. For 
some it can be even harder than oth-
ers if they make a lot of money in 
their jobs. Then there are some cases 
when the mother may have no one 
to depend on. The parents may have 
kicked her out the house. Therefore 
she is forced to fend for herself and 
the baby. So now, the mother must 
get a job, but still needs someone to 
watch the baby. That might mean the 

baby must be put into daycare, which 
is only another bill. This is only the 
beginning, and this process can con-
tinue for years and years.

Not only is having a baby a fi-
nancial stress, but a physical one as 
well. Having a baby at a young age 
can damage a woman’s body as well 
as the baby. At such a young age the 
body is going through puberty and 
still growing. Therefore, to have a 
baby so young can put the baby in 
danger before it is even born. With-
out the proper nutritional counseling 
the baby can be born with a low birth 
weight. Having a baby with low birth 
weight can impact the brain and in-
terfere with the growth development 
of the baby. 

The mother can also be affected 
educationally should she choose to 
have a baby.  Nines times out of 10, 
the mother has no choice but to drop 
out of school to raise her baby. In to-
day’s world you can barely do any-
thing without a high school degree. 
So for the mother to not even finish 
high school, she’s already putting 
herself in jeopardy.  It’ll only make 
her life harder when she goes for job 
interviews because she won’t stack 
up with the competition.  However, 
there is the exception. In the show 
Degrassi, the character Liberty be-
came pregnant. To make a long story 
short, she had the baby, graduated 
high school, and went on to college. 
But this may not always be the case.

Although a baby may sound like 
fun and games, it’s the complete op-
posite. Before having a baby, those 
involved need to be ready financially 
for the burdens ahead. Taking care of 
another living being is no easy task. 
So think long and hard before you 
make that decision. For every action 
there is a consequence, and for every 
consequence there is an action.   v

The price of pregnancy
Student Opinions

By ERIC SMITH
George Washington High School

Bullying is just wrong! Through-
out history bullying was used 

to overcome others. It still is. Most 
common bullying is found at schools: 
A taller student is well known in his 
class and he or she wants to show 
dominance by teasing or pushing 
around other classmates.  Just like a 
pill, there are side effects to the vic-
tim being bullied. One side effect is 
the victim’s silence  and not being 
able to communicate as often to oth-
er students anymore.  When bullied 
children are silent most of them feel 
that they can’t trust others. They try 
to avoid other students and sit alone 
in their comfort zone. These children 
would have very little chance for 
friendship and ask for little help. This 
can make them slow at their studies 
and eventually they will be behind the 
other students. Bullying can wreck a 
child’s life.

Another side effect is suicide. Every 
year a great amount of children com-
mit suicide. Kids nowadays will hang 
themselves because a bunch of chil-
dren believe if they are dead, all the 
pain goes away, but when they com-
mit suicide it affects friends, parents, 
and family. 

Just because another student felt as 
if he was better, more powerful, or 
even bored doesn’t mean they have 
to go to the extreme of bullying. I 
believe parents are to blame. Chil-

dren are raised to bring the best out 
of them, but some some of them get 
the mindset that they can do anything 
to anyone. It could destroy kids lives. 
Parents should find another way to 
teach their children to respect other 
students and be strict about it.

 In the news we learn of children 
killing other students because they 
are suffering from being depressed. 
Who is it to blame? When you give 
your kid that last goodbye hug and tell 
them have a good day at school, what 
if it were the last time?  How does 
a parent react when they hear  their 
child kills another student? These 
questions are real. If your child is de-
pressed you need to immediately find 
a way to help them. Talk to your child 
so they won’t kill themselves or kill 
others.

Another form of bullying is cyber- 
bullying. People can use the Internet 
to e-mail or instant- message someone 
hurtful and harassing abusive words 
or images. Cell phones, websites and 
gaming sites are also places bullies 
use to prey on children. This type 
of bullying is attractive to cowardly 
types because they can do it anony-
mously. Some teens are particularly 
known for spreading rumors and lies 
about others and the Internet offers 
them a large amount of ways to do 
this.

One more act of bullying is emo-
tional bullying. My opinion of this 
bullying is that it can discourage 
all age groups. Someone screaming 
across the street: hey you big- eyed 
Teletubby, which will always get to 
you. Even with just one little word, 
emotional bullying makes the victim 
feel different and judged. For some-
one with low self-esteem, this could 
change his or her world. 

Now with all of these facts about 
bullying, you should get an idea what 
is going on in teenagers’ world now! 
v

Bullying: It really hurts
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By KHALIL KING
Overbrook High School

What people should do 
is talk to people about 

their problems instead of run-
ning away from home.

Some people might run 

away from home because 
they are embarrassed by their 
parents.  Most parents might 
embarrass their teens because 
they might be scared that their 
children might get hurt but 
they still shouldn’t embarrass 
them no matter what. Being 
embarrassed isn’t healthy for 
a good lifestyle. 

Being embarrassed could 
make a person want to run 
away from home, but they 
shouldn’t because they could 
get their family worried about 
them.  If a person runs away 
from home then they might 
get lost or they might not be 

able get back home if they go 
far. 

Another reason why people 
might run away could also be 
if their parents start arguments 
about nothing.  If a person’s 
parents start to argue, then they 
could go to their room or go 
for a walk instead of running 
away from home.  The person 
who goes through problems 
with their parents might have 
always been having problems 
with their parents since they 
were younger.  

If anyone starts to think 
about running away from 
home they should think about 

what would be a better thing 
to do instead of running away.  
If anyone wants to run away 
they shouldn’t run away.  
They might get into situations 
that involve them getting into 
trouble for more than a week.  
It might be one month or two 
or maybe even more than that 
before they get out of trouble.

You can do something bet-
ter besides running away.  You 
can listen to music or you can 
go to your parents and tell 
them that you don’t like the 
problems you have.

But no matter what it’s good 
to talk about your problems.v

Talk, 
don’t 
run 
away

By ASIA LAMBERT
Franklin Learning Center

When a teen commits suicide it 
affects many. It affects family, 

friends, neighbors and neighborhoods, 
schools and people that don’t even 
know the teen. People  might experi-
ence feelings of grief, confusion, and 
guilt. Friends can also feel like could 
have done something to stop their 
friend from hurting themselves.   Sui-
cide is a very serious case. It is impor-
tant to understand the forces that can 
lead teens to suicide and know how to 
help.

The reasons behind suicide can be 
very different. They believe that they 
don’t have any network of friends and 
family and no one to run to. They of-
ten have a psychological disorder or 
are unclear about their sexuality. If 
you see a friend or a family member 

in a situation like that, you should pay 
very close attention to the things they 
say and do. 

It is important to communicate with 
your teen. You should stay open with 
them so that they have someone to 
vent and talk to. Express your concern, 
support and love to them so that they 
can feel secure. They should know 
that you are there for them, so they 
won’t feel disconnected from anyone.  
Any teen that feels disconnected from 
family and friends is at a high risk for 
suicide.

It is also important to try to put your 
teen into extracurricular activities, 
like being a part of a team or a club 
after school. Being a part of a team or 
extracurricular activity makes teens 
feel important and makes them feel 
like they have something to strive or 
live for. A team can build character 
and help teens feel better about them-
selves. An extracurricular activity or 
hobby can give them something to do 
and get suicide out of their heads.

Suicide is very scary to deal with, 
especially as a parent. Parents, teach-
ers, and peers play an important role 
in teen suicide. They should always be 
alert. If their teen is showing signs of 
feeling suicidal; there is always a way 
that you can stop it. You just have to 
pay attention.   v

Prevent teen suicide

By SHAQUIL TAYLOR
Benjamin Franklin High School

Underage drinking is very com-
mon now and the rate of under-

age people drinking is rising.  It’s bet-
ter than smoking; some people will say 
but the law is the law.  Why don’t as 
many people get arrested for underage-
drinking?  People smoking marijuana 
who are underage get arrested way 
more often.  All such items that are il-
legal for minors should be enforced the 
same.

You must be 21 or over to buy drinks 
and 18 or older to buy tobacco prod-
ucts.  I see people underage get busted 
for smoking tobacco products all the 
time but I rarely see a young person 
get in trouble for drinking.  Drinking 
is easier to hide than smoking.  With 

smoking you have to put the product 
to your mouth out in the open, but you 
can always pour an alcoholic drink 
into another bottle.

Though drinking can be disguised, 
it’s not right!  The children drinking at 
a young age are destroying their lives.  
Drinking alcohol kills brain cells and 
makes it hard to function; this is true 
for anyone who drinks, it not just un-
derage drinkers.  Alcohol can also 
cause diabetes.  There are many health 
hazards that come with drinking alco-
hol, drinking can kill you.

Everyone has seen an alcoholic be-
fore; are they the best looking people 
you know?  Drinking alcohol changes 
you, you won’t look the same after you 
have gotten addicted to alcohol.  Alco-
hol destroys your body from the inside 
out; underage drinkers are destroying 
their futures.  A drink shouldn’t be the 
reason why a person doesn’t become 
the person that they could have been.  
It’s not pretty for the ladies and doesn’t 
look cool for the guys.

Drinking is very dangerous, espe-
cially for minors.  It destroys the body 
and it’s not healthy.  Also it’s illegal to 
drink if you underage so you shouldn’t 
drink until you’re of age.   v

Say no to teen drinking
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By TAREA SUMTER
Samuel Fels High School

Teens who run away are 
dealing with issues that 

they want to talk about but 
feel like no one will listen. 
Teens are caught in situa-
tions that they feel the need 
to escape from. Instead of 

facing their problems and 
solving them, they choose 
to run away. It’s difficult to 
cope with certain problems 
and it’s hard especially for 
teens.

The probability of parents 
listening to teens’ problems 

without yelling or getting 
angry sometimes seems im-
possible. So many teens 
keep their feelings bottled 
up inside and the more prob-
lems that grow,  the harder it 
gets to deal with them. What 
parents or any other adults, 

for that matter, don’t under-
stand, is that they’re not the 
only people getting stressed 
out. With school and the con-
stant reminders to be a cer-
tain way because of the me-
dia and other pressures, it’s

Communication is the best escape route
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By LAURA ESPERIDO
Kensington Culinary High School

How much do you value privacy? 
How will you feel if your com-

puter was secretly recording your on-
line activity and snapping pictures of 
you, your family, your friends and your 

home? Well Jailil Hasan, a senior at 
Lower Merion School, found out that 
his school laptop security software 
took 469 webcam photographs. Due to 
this Fatima Hasan, the mother of Jalil, 
sued the district. Now the district has 
to change the way it handles its laptops 
by this September. The district already 
made some arrangements like banning 
the Theft Track that was only supposed 
to have been activated when a laptop 
was reported lost or stolen, district of-
ficials have said. 

I believe that technology that is used 
to track something on the computer 
does not respect the value of privacy. It 
is one thing to have a tracking system 
in your computer that  is helpful when 
your laptop is lost or stolen, but when 
it comes to the point that the tracking 

system is getting in your privacy, it 
becomes a problem because the good 
intention and the purpose of having a 
tracking system is destroyed.  

This incident has made me want to 
raise a few questions. If Jalil did in-
deed accidentally leave his laptop in 
his cooking class on Friday, December 
18, 2009, and his teacher took laptop 
to technology department and it was re-
turned to him on Monday December 20, 
2009 then why was the tracking system 
not turned off? Also, if the district was 
receiving the photos and the tracking 
of his online activities, why did school 
officials let it continue for nearly two 
months? Was it an accident or is it that 
district officials didn’t care if they were 
invading students’ privacy?

I wonder who would benefit from an 

invasion of privacy. The whole point of 
privacy is to keep your information to 
yourself and learning what you want 
people to know and why they know it. 
But if someone invades your privacy, 
they are taking away the ability to de-
termine what people should know and 
your opportunity to learn what privacy 
you need to to have. 

I just can imagine how any victim 
of a privacy invasion must feel -- be-
trayed, disrespected and scared.  Jalil 
said, “When I saw those pictures, it re-
ally freaked me out.”  I deeply appre-
ciated that Jalil and his mother Fatima 
Hasan stood up to the school district 
and sued for this issue of invading his 
privacy. It feels good to know that there 
are people out there that value their pri-
vacy and are willing to fight for it.   v

Everyone should value your privacy

By BRIANNA WATTS-EL
Overbrook High School

The Internet can influence 
us in many different ways. 

The Internet can be more harm 
than good or vice- versa. You 
should always be mindful of 
what you do on the Internet 
because something that may 
seem good could really be 

harmful. If you’re visiting 
sites that are guaranteed to be 
protected, it is more good than 
bad. The Internet should be 
a source of positive informa-
tion.

The Internet is a great 
source of information, which 
is more good than bad. The 
good things you can find out 
on the internet are tools you 
can use in life such as Google, 
which basically helps you find 
anything, or Wikipedia. You 
can also stay in contact with 
your friends and family on fa-
miliar sites such as Facebook, 
or other friendly sites.

Then again the Internet is 
more bad than good because 
on Facebook, there can be 

stalkers. There are also pos-
sibilities that someone can 
create fake pages to practice 
discrimination or defame 
someone’s character. On the 
computer your files could be 
getting hacked right now if 
you visited an unprotected 
site. Or if you’re on a site and 
you click on a pop-up link, 
which will take you off the 
protected page, this too could 
allow someone to hack into 
your files. So you should pay 
careful attention.

Should you be scared to 
use the Internet? No, you 
shouldn’t if you are not doing 
anything illegal, visiting un-
familiar sites, or going to un-
protected ones. When you go 

on the Internet, just go on the 
sites you are used to. Also go 
on what you came for to stay 
safe and do not to wander off 
onto spammed sites. Also stay 
off pages that say you’re visit-
ing a phished site.

So is the Internet more good 
than bad or more bad then 
good? It is more good than bad 
because the Internet is used 
for positive and informative 
sources. The Internet is the 
best way to find information 
about the things you want and 
need. The Internet is a safe 
way of doing things as long 
as you don’t wander off into 
cyberspace. Always pay atten-
tion and if you don’t know a 
site, just stay off of it.  v  

Is the      
Internet 
helping  
us or 
hurting 
us?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19



difficult to remain sane and 
calm at times. 

Running away seems like 
the only possibility to teens 
even though it’s wrong and 
running away hurts a lot of 
people that you care for and 
that care for you. 

Runaways need someone 
to talk to; that’s why they 
run away because they might 
not have that resources and 
might think that they don’t 
have that someone who will 
listen to them. No one should 
have to run away from their 
home to find relief, it’s just 
not right. Teens need more 
resources and more support. 
Running away isn’t easy 
because you’re just running 
away from issues that are 
still there.

People should help teens 
who are thinking about run-
ning away. It’s easier to deal 
with things when you get 
to talk about it. That’s what 
many adults need to think 
about when dealing with a 
stressed-out teenager. Just 
because teens seem to be go-
ing through different stages 
of their life, that doesn’t 
mean that they don’t need 
help. 

When adults feel as 
though teens are rebelling, 
they’re really not. That’s just 
a cry for help. Teens who run 
away are dealing with issues 
that they want to talk about 
but feel like no one will lis-
ten. Teens are caught in situ-
ations that they feel the need 
to escape from. This is why 
it’s better to help teens and 
not ignore the warning signs 
of your teen becoming a run-
away. 

   v
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By RANDY JACKSON
Mastery Charter School

Have you ever been bul-
lied in your life?

In the United States 29 
percent of all high school stu-
dents are bullied. Although 
29 percent is a low percent-
age, that is only the average 
percentage of students that 
report being bullied. Most 
students that are bullied 
don’t report it because they 
think they will be teased or 

bullied more for turning in 
the person that mistreated 
them. When people get bul-
lied they are bullied because 
they, are scared to report it, 
they have low leadership 
skills, or they can’t defend 
themselves physically.

The first reason people get 
bullied is they are scared to 
report it.

For example when a stu-
dent gets bullied in school 
their peers might tease them 
if they report it. Another ex-
ample is when someone’s 
bullied and they report it 
the person that they reported 
might not get appropriate 
consequences. Now in soci-
ety and in schools in the U.S., 
bullying is a crime that you 
can get incarcerated. With 
people knowing that, they 
allow others to bully them 
because they don’t want the 

person to be locked away for 
doing it they just would like 
the person to stop.

The second reason people 
get bullied is because they 
have low leadership skills 
.For example many people 
are bullied by the people 
they follow or are trying to 
fit in with. Another example 
is when someone is gets bul-
lied because they feel like 
they have no other direction 
to go from their lack of lead-
ership. Therefore if the per-
son had a sense of leadership 
or understanding of what’s 
happening in their situation 
they would themselves in an-
other direction.

The final reason people get 
bullied is because they can’t 
defend themselves physical-
ly.  For example, in the mov-
ie “Karate Kid,” the kid in 
that the movie was a victim 

of bullying. Until later in the 
movie he took karate classes 
and learned how to defend 
himself, which solved his 
bullying problem. Although 
movies aren’t real they send 
a message and the message 
you can take from that movie 
is if you stand up to the bul-
ly there is a possibility they 
will stop bullying you.

All in all, when people 
get bullied they are bullied 
because they are scared to 
tell on the person who’s bul-
lying them, they don’t have 
a since of leadership, or 
they can’t physically defend 
themselves. When a person 
is bullied it’s because of one 
of the three reasons. There-
fore if a person is a victim of 
being mistreated, it is their 
responsibility to figure what 
the problem is and fix it.   v
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